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Daily Real Estate News  |  July 17, 2006 

No More Powder Rooms Underneath the 

Stairs 

As floor plans have changed, the powder room has moved 
to a central location that puts it in full view of guests as they 
walk from the foyer to the kitchen or family room. 
 
The move has also meant that the room is getting larger. In 
some high-end homes, the powder room is 8-by-6 feet. 
 
As the powder room has become more elaborate, some 
home buyers are finding that one is not enough. They are 
splurging on two powder rooms, one for guests and one for 
family. 
 
"One is the nice powder room with furniture-quality 
cabinetry and one is by the rear of the house and is more 
functional," says Mark Perlman , president of Empeco 
Custom Builders.  
 
The functional powder room might include a vanity with a 
granite countertop and undermount sink. The faucet might 
be "kid friendly," with an easy-to-use handle and a modern 
style and finish. The floor might be a neutral-colored 
ceramic tile. 
 
In the guest powder room, the vanity often is the main focal 
point, featuring hand carved detailing and rich cherry or 
mahogany finishes. The flooring might be fine Italian marble 
or slate. 
 
Source: Chicago Tribune, Allison E. Beatty (07/15/2007) 
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